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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear members of ZMGM,

First and foremost, I would like to express my great honor and pride in being re-elected as the President 
of our association for the new term. Rest assured that I am fully aware of the responsibilities entrusted 
to me as the president of ZMGM, and I am committed to fulfilling the tasks assigned to me without 
compromising our values, in line with the objectives of our association and the demands of our members.

Our association, with its long-standing history and the successful work of previous administrations, has 
become a source of pride for all of us, recognized and respected both nationally and internationally. As 
members of the ZMGM family, our unity without any conflict, our passion for our profession, and our 
willingness to share knowledge and experience make us unique among other professional organizations.

In this new term, I assure you that we will work diligently alongside our Board of Directors to further 
advance our association. With your support, we will turn our projects into actions, and I am confident in 
our ability to succeed with your valuable contributions. Your support and contributions are indispensable 
for our success, and I am certain that you will not withhold this support from us.

In our previous activity report, we shared our activities from November 2022 to May 2023. In this report, I 
will share with you the activities of our association between June 2023 and January 2024.
Throughout 2023, our association witnessed many significant developments and events. We plan to 
continue this momentum into 2024 with innovative activities and projects. Some of the highlights for this 
year include:



Conferences and Seminars: We will host the ZMGM 19 Conference and the 3rd Young Geotechnical 
Engineers Symposium at Hacettepe University on October 16-18, 2024, to discuss the latest developments 
and innovations in soil mechanics.

Webinar Series:  Following the success of our previous webinar series on “February 6, 2023 Earthquakes,” 
which was well-received by our members, we plan to organize webinars on practical topics in 
collaboration with academics and corporate members, with details to be shared soon.

Eurocode 7: One of our most important upcoming projects is the creation of national annexes to the 
new generation of Eurocode 7, expected to be published in the first quarter of 2024. This work will be 
coordinated with TSE, and Prof. Dr. Kemal Önder Çetin, a member of our board of directors, will lead the 
effort.

Technical Committees:  The selection of new members for the newly established Technical Committees 
within ISSMGE and committees without representation from our side will be included in our upcoming 
work program.

Application for the 19th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering: 
We are pleased to inform you that we have applied to ISSMGE as a candidate to host the 19th European 
Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering in Turkey in 2028.

February 6, 2023 Earthquakes: Despite a year having passed, we are still facing significant challenges. 
As mentioned in our previous activity report, the need to revise Law No. 3458 on Engineering and 
Architecture, which has remained unchanged since 1938, to meet the needs of today, and resolving the 
confusion of authority between disciplines such as structural, geotechnical, geological, and geophysical 
engineering, are crucial issues that can only be addressed by our professional chambers and legislators. 
Unfortunately, we are saddened to see that no radical steps have been taken in this regard since the 
major disaster. We once again pay our respects to the citizen who lost their lives in the February 6 
earthquakes, and remind ourselves that we have no time to lose in preventing similar tragedies from 
happening again.

2024 Meeting of National Societies in the ISSMGE European Region: The meeting will be held in 
London on March 11-12, discussing solidarity and collaboration among European national federation 
members, challenges faced, information sharing about the activities of national societies, and planned 
activities for the future. 

International Symposium on Deformation Characteristics of Geomaterials under TC-101: The 
symposium will be held in Ankara at ODTÜ in 2027.

Council Board: Following our Ordinary General Assembly, according to the decision taken at our 
Board meeting, members of our association who have completed 45 years in their profession as of their 
graduation date will have the right to become members of the Council Board.

In the following pages of the activity report, you will find comprehensive information about the current 
developments within ISSMGE’s new structure, our association’s activities, and the events we plan to 
organize in the upcoming period.

Best Regards,

Dr. Rasin Duzceer

President of ZMGM
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ZMGM ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING

The Ordinary General Assembly Meeting of the ZMGM was held on June 15, 2023, at Istanbul University 
Baltalimanı Social Facilities, with the participation of 34 members without considering the quorum. Prof. 
Dr. Ahmet SAĞLAMER was elected as the Chairman of the Ordinary General Assembly Meeting, chaired 
by Dr. Rasin Düzceer, President of the Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering Association, began 
with the reading of the meeting agenda. A moment of silence was observed in memory of Mustafa Kemal 
ATATÜRK, his comrades, deceased members of the ZMGM, and colleagues, followed by the singing of the 
National Anthem, and then the agenda items were discussed.
Dr. Rasin Düzceer presented the Activity Report of the Board of Directors on behalf of the Board of Directors 
to the General Assembly members. In the vote for the ratification of the Board of Directors, the Board of 
Directors was unanimously ratified. Following the approval of the Board of Directors’ Activity Report, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kubilay KELEŞOĞLU, on behalf of the Audit Committee, presented the Audit Committee 
Report to the General Assembly members. The Audit Committee was unanimously ratified in the vote for 
the ratification of the Audit Committee.
As no other candidate was nominated for the election of the president of the association, Dr. Rasin 
Düzceer was unanimously elected as the new term President in an open vote.
A closed ballot was held for the election of the Board Members. The results of the vote count determined 
the elected members of the Board Members and Audit Committee, which are presented below.

ZMGM Board Members Election Voting Distribution:

Audit Committee Members:
1.	 Kubilay Keleşoğlu 
2.	 Habib Tolga Bilge 
3.	 Umut Osmanoğlu 

ZEMİN MEKANİĞİ VE 
GEOTEKNİK MÜHENDİSLİĞİ 
DERNEĞİ



The Chairman of the Assembly invited Dr. Rasin Düzceer to speak on the discussion of proposed 
amendments to the bylaws within the scope of the meeting agenda, explaining the reasons for the 
amendments and the changes. The President provided explanations regarding the necessity of the 
proposed changes in terms of administrative, financial, and legal aspects on the articles specified in the 
association bylaws:

• Right to Become a Member and Membership Procedures (Article 3)
• Expulsion from Membership (Article 5)
• General Assembly (Article 7)
• Duties and Powers of the Board of Directors (Article 10)
• Association Revenues (Article 23)

Although the above-mentioned bylaw amendments were unanimously accepted at the general 
assembly, they did not become effective due to the provision of the Associations Law stating that 
amendments requiring less than two-thirds of the total number of votes of the board of directors and 
the audit committee members are not valid. The President of the Board of Directors, Dr. Rasin Düzceer, 
mentioned that it would be beneficial to establish a “Council  Board” in accordance with the ZMGM 
Bylaws. Prof. Dr. Ahmet Sağlamer stated that the issue of establishing a Council Board by the ZMGM 
Board members should be further discussed. He also raised the necessity of establishing an ethics 
committee. It was decided that the first invitation for the Council members would be made by the 
ZMGM Board of Directors.

Finally, the Chairman of the Assembly, Prof. Dr. Ahmet Sağlamer, invited Dr. Rasin Düzceer, to make the 
closing speech. Dr. Rasin Düzceer expressed his gratitude to the general assembly and stated that he 
would carry out the work of the new term with the support of the board of members and the contributions 
of the members. He mentioned that our membership structure is much more distinguished than 
professional associations in Turkey and stated that they would work towards improving the legislation 
in the next term.
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ZMGM MEMBERSHIP

As of January 1, 2024, the membership status of our association is summarized below:

Individual Members: 275
Corporate Members: 20
Student Members: 183

For the year 2024, the membership fee for individual members has been set at 1,100 TL. It is known 
that our colleagues who join our association also become members of ISSMGE simultaneously. Our 
association pays an annual fee of 23.14 pounds (almost the entire amount of our membership dues) to 
ISSMGE for each member. The dues to ISSMGE are paid within the month of March each year, and they 
nearly deplete our budget entirely. Therefore, I would like to remind our members to fulfill their financial 
obligations by March at the latest.
We extend our gratitude to our valuable Corporate Members who support us by joining our association.

ISSMGE COUNCIL MEETING

The ISSMGE Council meeting took place on August 13, 2023, at Nazarbayev University in Kazakhstan, with 
the participation of 32 representatives from 90 member countries. The council meeting, which discussed 
important issues related to the restructuring of ISSMGE and recent innovations, is summarized in the 
following paragraphs:
Dr. Andrew McNamara from the UK has been appointed as the ISSMGE new General Secretary after 
Professor Neil Taylor’s retirement, and Graham Scholey, the President of Australia, has been appointed as 
the new Treasurer. 

Dr. Marc Balouz, the President of ISSMGE, provided Council Members with information about the recent 
activities of ISSMGE, stating that he visited 23 countries worldwide and attended 94 events. 
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As of August 2023, ISSMGE has 21,000 individual and 46 corporate members in 90 countries. Marc Bolouz 
mentioned that much has been accomplished in the past 12 months, but more could be done with 
additional funding. He emphasized the importance of increasing the number of corporate members to 
meet the financial needs, with the goal being 400 corporate members. 
Highlighting the Technical Committees (TC) as the backbone of ISSMGE, Marc Bolouz reminded the 
importance of members selected by National Societies participating in TCs.
He encouraged members to create an account on GeoWorld and suggested that ISSMGE Foundation 
should be considered as a potential source of funding for young engineers to attend conferences. He 
also provided information about the innovations implemented in the new term, summarized as follows:

  - ISSMGE Virtual University
  - Short Courses
  - Recorded Webinars
  - Recorded Keynote Lectures
  - Interactive Technical Talks
  - Presentations
  - Presidential Committees:
  - Young Members Presidential Group
  - Technical Oversight Committee
  - Professional Image Committee
  - Innovation and Development Committee
  - Awards Committee
  - Heritage Time Capsule
  - GeoWB (Borderless Geo Engineers)



It was noted that ISSMGE’s current association structure established in previous years is not sustainable 
in its current form, and efforts are being made to convert it into a non-profit Civil Society Organization 
(CSO). Proposed changes to the ISSMGE Constitution, such as making banking transactions transparent 
and limiting the responsibilities of board members, will be presented to member countries for their views 
and approval. We as the board members of ZMGM,  will carefully examine the proposed constitutional 
changes and communicate our opposing views on issues that could jeopardize our association’s 
international status to the ISSMGE Board of Directors.

In the following paragraphs, I will elaborate in detail on the issues that I believe are important and 
beneficial for our members among those discussed at the Council Meeting.

COMMITTEES AT THE LEVEL OF ISSMGE BOARD

YOUNG MEMBERS PRESIDENCY GROUP (YMPG)

The mission of YMPG is defined as facilitating interaction among young geotechnical engineers who 
are members of ISSMGE through extensive connections within the member network. YMPG aims to 
accomplish the following tasks:

- Facilitate the sharing of knowledge and ideas among young geotechnical engineers
- Establish connections between groups
- Facilitate communication between young members and ISSMGE

YMPG has transitioned to a smaller core team from its previous structure, which had a representative 
from each continent. The core team consists of ISSMGE members under the age of 35, who will serve 
for a period of 2 years starting from the date of appointment. Ashe Cooper (New Zealand) has been 
appointed as President for a 4-year term by the ISSMGE President. As the President of the Turkish Young 
Geotechnicians, Dr. Ahmet Talha Gezgin, a faculty member at Uludağ University, will facilitate the 
connection between young members in Turkey and YMPG President Ashe Cooper.

INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (IDC)

 The mission of IDC is to develop innovations to better serve the member communities, geo-professionals, 
and the profession itself, and to increase the impact of ISSMGE. The ISSMGE Innovation and Development 
Committee (IDC) has created a new Exploration and Progress for Innovations and Developments (IDEA) 
Zone to gather suggestions on new ideas to be brought to the ISSMGE agenda. You can easily share your 
opinions on topics you believe can contribute to society, members, and the profession worldwide by 
filling out the form on the website.
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Among the projects carried out by IDC between 2009 and 2022 are the ISSMGE Open Access Library, 
Conference Paper Review Platform, ISSMGE website updates, ISSMGE Virtual University, and the ISSMGE 
mobile application.
IDC’s goals for 2022 - 2026 include establishing a new ISSMGE Geotechnical Engineering Innovations 
journal, serving as a complement to the International Geotechnical Engineering Case Studies Journal, 
increasing opportunities for publication in peer-reviewed journals, promoting global knowledge sharing, 
creating video translations, and making content accessible to everyone for free.

HERITAGE TIME CAPSULE PROJECT
Preserving Our Heritage, Inspiring Future Generations

The ISSMGE Heritage Time Capsule (HTC) is a collection of electronic-format information, including 
video recordings, annotated slide presentations, text documents, and articles, contributed by individual 
members and groups affiliated with the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering. The project has completed Phase 1 with information gathered from 2020 to 2023, aiming 
to portray the history and current goals of the society. The Heritage Time Capsule is designed to be a 
source of information and inspiration for future generations of geotechnical engineers and researchers, 
allowing them to see the changes and developments in geotechnical engineering over time. The HTC 
project consists of four phases.

Phase 2 and Phase 3 have been reintroduced in 2023 to accept contributions from geotechnical scientists 
and engineers who can be described as “Explorers” and who discuss the future, interpreting existing 
contributions and discussing the future, as well as sessions dedicated to presenting the HTC at ISSMGE 
conferences.

Phase 4 has been created to gather expectations for the next 100 years in geotechnical engineering.
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TECHNICAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (TOC)

The Technical Oversight Committee (TOC) is responsible for ensuring the effective functioning and 
oversight of ISSMGE’s technical committees. The TOC oversees the management and operation of 37 
technical committees (TCs), which form the foundation of ISSMGE’s technical and scientific activities. These 
committees, which operate on a voluntary basis, consist of members specialized in various geotechnical 
engineering fields and are involved in various activities such as carrying out, reporting, and publishing 
projects. TOC reviews the activities of technical committees to enhance the quality of ISSMGE’s technical 
and scientific activities and to promote knowledge and experience sharing in geotechnical engineering.

The Technical Committees (TC’s) provide a platform for the discussion, development, and application of 
specialized geotechnical knowledge related to areas such as the behavior of geo-materials, geotechnical 
engineering, and engineering for society.

It aims to be a leading force in advancing global geotechnical knowledge and practice, promoting 
collaboration, producing comprehensive guidelines, enriching technical programs, and enhancing the 
expertise and impact of the ISSMGE community worldwide through interaction with various industries and 
related groups.

Activities of Technical Committees:
- Regular TC meetings.
- Updated TC website.
- Organization of technical events (conferences, workshops, short courses).
- Development/organization of technical publications/guidelines.
- Participation in ISSMGE initiatives (e.g., Virtual University, Web Seminars, Time Capsule Project, ISSMGE 
Interactive Technical Talks).



ISSMGE INTERACTIVE TECHNICAL TALKS (IITT)

ISSMGE Interactive Technical Talks (IITT) have been introduced as a new educational initiative bringing 
together young and established engineers from academia and industry worldwide.
IITTs can be accessed at the following link: [IITT Link](https://www.issmge.org/education/interactive-
technical-talks)

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF GEO-ENGINEERING CASE HISTORIES 

A total of 142 articles have been published in the International Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories, 
and these articles have been downloaded 89,184 times in 2021. The journal is freely available thanks to 
sponsorship.
The journal can be accessed at the following link: [Journal Link](http://geocasehistoriesjournal.org)

GEO-ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS

Initiated by ISSMGE President Marc Ballouz and chaired by Dr. Pierre Delage (France), the Geo-Engineers 
Without Borders Committee aims to provide global expertise to countries affected by various geo-
disasters such as earthquakes, landslides, floods, dam collapses, and collapses of geotechnical structures. 
This is achieved by facilitating the transfer of volunteer expert geotechnical engineers from ISSMGE’s 
global network, consisting of 90 countries and over 30 technical committees, to regions affected by 
natural disasters.

Volunteers will prepare a short and comprehensive report on the following topics for national and 
international authorities:

- Definition and causes of disasters,
- Damages caused by geo-disasters,
- Failure diagnosis,
- Potential repair measures,
- Future preventive measures

13ZMGM ACTIVITY REPORT                                                                       JUNE 2023 - JANUARY 2024                                                                        



14 ZMGM ACTIVITY REPORT                                                                       JUNE 2023 - JANUARY 2024                                                                        

Geotechnical experts ready to volunteer and intervene will be selected by the ISSMGE Committee. These 
experts should be located near the affected area and have sufficient knowledge of the local language 
and culture. Experts will be selected directly through communication with GeoWB members, through 
Technical Committees, or through Member Associations (with the support of Regional Vice Presidents).
Travel expenses of the experts will be covered by ISSMGE. 

GeoWB members, along with their colleagues, have prepared reports on recent earthquakes (Turkey, 
February 6, 2023; Japan, January 1, 2024). Some disasters caused by heavy rainfall have also been 
documented (Brazil 2008, Greece 2023). The reports can be accessed on the ISSMGE website.

ISSMGE FOUNDATION

The ISSMGE Foundation was established to support individual ISSMGE members worldwide, for their 
participation in technical and professional activities approved by ISSMGE, aiming to contribute to the 
development of geotechnical engineering knowledge and practices.

As stated in the Articles of Association, the ISSMGE Foundation fulfills its objective of providing 
financial assistance to engineers who seek to advance studies, research, and professional development 
opportunities in the field of geotechnical engineering. Through awards and grants, the Foundation 
supports individuals in pursuing advanced studies, research, and professional development opportunities 
in geotechnical engineering.

Financial aid is provided in the form of a scholarship that the successful applicant can use to cover 
registration fees, travel, and/or accommodation expenses.
Until August 2023, a total of 334 applications have been evaluated, of which 276 have been approved, 
resulting in a total payment of £196,864.



SECOND GENERATION EUROCODE 7

The development of Eurocode 7 (EC 7) for geotechnical design aims to create harmonized technical rules 
among European countries to remove barriers to free trade among countries, as decided by the European 
Commission in 1975. From the first meeting held in 1981 to the publication of EC in 2004, approximately 
23 years have passed.

Eurocode 7 aims to establish additional principles and requirements for the safety, serviceability, 
robustness, and durability of geotechnical structures. It is intended to be used in conjunction with other 
Eurocodes for the design of geotechnical structures, including temporary geotechnical structures. 

The design and verification in Eurocode 7 rely on partial factor method or other reliability-based methods, 
guidelines, tests, or observational methods. It consists of the following parts:

EN 1997-1, Geotechnical design - Part 1: General rules
EN 1997-2, Geotechnical design - Part 2: Ground properties
EN 1997-3, Geotechnical design - Part 3: Geotechnical structures

The first-generation EN ECs were published between 2002 and 2007. With the publication of the second-
generation ECs, EN 1997-1:2004 will become obsolete. The final drafts (FprEN) of the standards have been 
published, and the finalized Second Generation EC 7 is expected to be published in the first quarter of 
2024. 

Currently, geotechnical engineering ECs do not have specific national annexes for Turkey. One of the 
most important projects on our agenda for the upcoming period is the creation of national annexes to 
the new generation EC 7. To this end, our ZMGM board members will contribute to the collaboration 
with TSE under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Kemal Önder Çetin from the Department of Civil Engineering 
at METU.
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

Many of the Technical Committees (TC) operating under the umbrella of ISSMGE are represented by our 
members; however, there is no representation in the TCs listed below. Members who wish to join these 
specified TCs can apply to our Association via email with a brief CV prepared in English.

- TC102 In-Situ Testing
- TC107 Tropical Residual Soils
- TC205: Safety and Serviceability in Geotechnical Design
- TC219 System Performance of Geotechnical Structures
- TC221 Tailing and Mine Wastes
- TC213 Scour and Erosion
- TC216 Frost Geotechnics
- TC217 Land Reclamation
- TC309 Machine Learning and Big Data
- TC222 Geotechnical BIM and DT
- ERTC7: Numerical Methods
- ERTC10: Evaluation of Eurocode 7

In addition to the TCs mentioned above, members can also apply for membership in the following 
technical committees through our Association, which ISSMGE is a member of under the “Federation for 
International Geo-Engineering Societies (FedIGS)”:

- JTC 1 – Natural Slopes and Landslides
- JTC 2 – Representation
- JTC 3 – Education and Training
- JTC 4 – Environment and Sustainability.

PAST NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
9 th Geotechnical Symposium



The symposium organized by the Chamber of Civil Engineers Istanbul Branch of the Union of Chambers 
of Turkish Engineers and Architects (TMMOB) at ITU Süleyman Demirel Cultural Center on November 22-
24, 2023, with ISSMGE World President Dr. Marc Balouz and European President Prof. Dr. Lyesse Laloui as 
keynote speakers, was a great success with a large attendance.

We extend our gratitude to our former president, Prof. Dr. Feyza Çinicioğlu, who contributed to the 
organization of the symposium, as well as to the President of the Istanbul Branch of the Chamber of Civil 
Engineers (İMO), Füsun Sümer and the organizing committee.
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To access the papers and photographs related to the conference, please visit the following link: 
9th International Geotechnical Engineering Conference Program 
https://www.9geoteknik.org/program
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17th Danube – European Conference on Geotechnical Engineering 

 
The 17th Danube – European Conference on Geotechnical Engineering (17DECGE) took place in Bucharest, 
Romania, from June 7th to 9th, 2023. ISSMGE World President Marc Balouz, European President Lyesse 
Laloui, and a wide representation from our country were in attendance. It has been decided that the 18th 
Danube Conference will be held in Hungary in 2027.



17th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering

 

The 17th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering took place at 
Eurasian National University in Astana, Kazakhstan, hosted by the Kazakhstan Geotechnical Engineering 
Society from August 14th to 18th, 2023. The conference saw the participation of presidents from North 
America, South America, Australia, Europe, and Asia. ISSMGE World President Dr. Marc Balouz and 
European President Prof. Dr. Lyesse Laloui were in attendance.

With the main theme of “Smart Geotechnics for Smart Societies,” the conference brought together 636 
researchers and academics from 58 countries. It was significant as it marked the first time in 60 years 
that an Asian Regional Geotechnical Conference was held in Central Asia and among the post-Soviet 
independent states.
The 18th Asian Regional Conference, planned for 2027, will be hosted by the Thai Geotechnical Society 
in Bangkok, Thailand.
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A total of 413 papers, comprising 2900 pages, have been compiled and published by Taylor & Francis. The 
proceedings are made available open access and can be accessed via the following link:

CRC Press: https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003299127
During the conference, the session on “Turkey-Syria Earthquakes” was chaired by Prof. Susumu Yasuda 
from Tokyo Denki University and Prof. Akira Hasegawa from Hachinohe Institute of Technology. The 
session commenced with a presentation titled “Geotechnical Observations and the Performance of 
Geotechnical Structures-6 February Earthquake 2023” by invited speaker Dr. Rasin Düzceer.



ISSMGE 2023 The 2nd ISSMGE European National Associations Meeting

 

The second ISSMGE 2023 European Regional National Associations Meeting was held in a hybrid format 
on September 6, 2023, at EPFL University in Lausanne, Switzerland. The meeting commenced with an 
opening speech by ISSMGE Vice President Professor Lyesse Laloui and continued with discussions and 
exchanges on the following topics:

- Directing European Geotechnical Associations to New Frontiers for Better Service to the Community;
- Strengthening the Value of Our Profession;
- Implementing the Latest Technologies and Innovations;
- Establishing Close Collaboration Among European Geotechnical Associations;
- Involving Students in Processes;
- Expanding Our National Associations by Adding New Members and Retaining Existing Ones.

FUTURE EVENTS

The 3rd European ISSMGE National Associations Meeting 

The third European Regional National Associations Meeting, hosted by the United Kingdom, will take 
place on March 12, 2024, in London.
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28th European Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference 2024

The 28th International Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Conference will be held on June 25-26, 2024, 
organized by the Macedonian Geotechnical Engineering Association in Popova Kula - Demir Kapija. For 
detailed information about the conference, please visit the following website:  https://eygec2024.net/.

18th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 2024

The 18th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, organized by the 
Portuguese Geotechnical Association, will take place in Lisbon from August 26 to August 30, 2024. 
Abstracts for the conference have been evaluated by our association, and authors have uploaded them 
to the system. Accepted papers, reviewed by the conference scientific committee, will be sent by March 
22, 2024. Dr. Alexander Pinto, President of the Portuguese Geotechnical Association and Chair of the 
Conference Organizing Committee, has expressed expectations for broad participation from Turkey, 
both in terms of sponsorship and individual attendance. For detailed information about the conference, 
please visit the website provided below. 

 www.ecsmge-2024.com



ZMGM-19 NATIONAL CONFERENCE AND THE 3rd YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERS SYMPOSIUM 

The ZMGM-19 National Conference and the 3rd Young Geotechnical Engineers Symposium will be held 
at Hacettepe University Beytepe Culture and Congress Center from October 16 to October 18, 2024. For 
detailed information about the congress, you can visit the website at https://zmgm19.com

Pan Mediterranean Geotechnical Engineering Conference

The First Pan-Mediterranean Geotechnical Engineering Conference (PMGEC) will be organized by the 
Lebanese Geotechnical Engineering Society (LGES) in Beirut from April 27th to April 30th, 2025.

Initiated by Prof. Dr. Feyza Çinicioğlu and subsequently endorsed by ISSMGE President Dr. Marc Ballouz, 
this new conference series has long been anticipated and welcomed among geotechnical engineers in 
Mediterranean countries.
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The Pan-Mediterranean Geotechnical Engineering Conference will encompass 23 countries, including 
Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria, Egypt, Cyprus, Lebanon, Iraq, Israel, Syria, Albania, Italy, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Slovenia, North Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia, Spain, Portugal, France, Tunisia, Morocco, and 
Algeria. Under the auspices of ISSMGE, the conference will be hosted by a different Mediterranean 
country every four years.

The inaugural PMGEC in Lebanon is expected to provide a significant opportunity for professional 
development, knowledge exchange, and collaboration among the geotechnical engineering community 
in the Mediterranean region and participants from around the world.

Organized  by: Lebanese Geotechnical Engineering Society (LGES)
Secretary: Stephanie Obeid
E mail: lgesociety@gmail.com
Web site: http://pmgec-leb.com/
E mail: contact@pmgec-leb.com

21st International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering

The 18th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, jointly organized by 
the Austrian Geotechnical Society and the Austrian Geomechanics Associations, will take place in Vienna 
from June 14th to June 19th, 2026. The conference will be conducted in-person, and there will not be a 
hybrid format.

The call for papers is expected to be announced around September 2024, with the International Young 
Geotechnical Engineers’ Conference (IYGEC) event scheduled for June 12th-13th, just before the main 
conference.

For detailed information about the conference, please visit the website provided below:
https://www.icsmge2026.org/en/



9th International Symposium on Deformation Characteristics of Geomaterials ODTÜ -Ankara 2027

We are pleased to announce that the International Symposium on Deformation Characteristics of 
Geomaterials, held under the scope of TC-101 and organized every four years, will take place in Ankara at 
Middle East Technical University (ODTÜ) in the year 2027.

During the 8th IS-Porto Symposium on September 5th, 2023, Turkey’s candidacy application was accepted 
among the candidate countries through a vote, thereby confirming that the 9th IS-Ankara Symposium 
will be held at ODTÜ in 2027.

We extend our gratitude to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kartal Toker from Middle East Technical University (ODTÜ) and 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdullah Akıncı from Middle East Technical University Northern Cyprus Campus for their 
efforts in ensuring that the symposium will be hosted in Turkey.

19th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 2028

We would like to share with you that as the ZMGM Association, we have applied to our international 
umbrella organization, ISSMGE, to host the 19th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering in Turkey in 2028.

Since its inception in Stockholm in 1954, the European Conference has been hosted by 17 countries. 
Countries that have not previously organized the conference, as indicated in gray on the map, along with 
those that have, are eligible to apply to host the conference. A total of 37 countries, including Georgia, 
Israel, and Cyprus, have the right to apply or support the candidacy of other countries.
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Our country’s candidacy will be voted on at the 18th European Conference in Lisbon on August 27, 2024. 
As the ZMGM Association, we are sharing the cover visual of our Bidbook prepared for our candidacy with 
you. To ensure a positive outcome in the vote, we are preparing an effective campaign on social media.
We have informed various public institutions and organizations such as the Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality, the Chamber of Civil Engineers, and the Ministry of Environment, Urban Planning, and 
Climate Control, as well as universities and our corporate members, to support our candidacy. 

We have also requested the support  of 37 European geotechnical associations  in endorsing Turkey and 
voting for us. 

It is undoubtedly certain that hosting the 19th ECSMGE conference in Turkey will greatly enhance the 
scientific reputation of our country. If the organization is confirmed following the vote in Lisbon, we are 
confident that with the support and contributions of our esteemed members who successfully organized 
the  ISSMGE 2001 World Conference, the event will be carried out with great success.



2023 ISSMGE THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

In 2023, the ISSMGE introduced the “Lifetime Achievement Medal” award fot the first time. Sixteen nominees 
were considered for the award, including Prof. Dr. Ergun Toğrol from Türkiye. However, the ISSMGE board 
ultimately decided to present the award to Prof. Michele Jamiolkowski from Italy and Prof. Harry Poulos 
from Australia. 
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Deep Soil Mixing Method

The electronic copy of the book titled “Deep Soil 
Mixing Method,” written by Prof. Dr. Orhan Erol 
from the Department of Civil Engineering at Middle 
East Technical University and Dr. Özgür Kuruoğlu, 
Geotechnical Services Coordinator at Yüksel Proje, 
has been made available on our association’s 
website for access by ZMGM members.
 You can find it at: 
https://zmgm.org.tr/tr/yayinlar/kitap

I would like to inform all attendees of the ZMGM 
19th National Conference, which is scheduled to 
take place at Hacettepe University from October 
16th to 18th, 2024, that a hardcover edition of 
the book titled “Deep Soil Mixing Method” will be 
distributed free of charge. This book is the fourth 
contribution made by our esteemed professor, 
Orhan Erol, to the geotechnical community, and we 
express our gratitude to him on behalf of the ZMGM 
Association.
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Fundamentals of Ground Improvement and 
Reinforcement Methods

The electronic copy of the book “Fundamentals of 
Ground Improvement and Reinforcement Methods” 
by Prof. Dr. Ufuk Ergun, a faculty member at the 
Department of Civil Engineering at Middle East 
Technical University, has been made available on our 
association’s website for access by ZMGM members. 

You can find it at: 
https://zmgm.org.tr/tr/yayinlar/kitap

We are pleased to announce that the book is now 
available for purchase at the Istanbul Branch of the 
Chamber of Civil Engineers (İMO). 

I would like to express our gratitude to Prof. Dr. 
Ufuk Ergun for his gracious gesture of donating the 
proceeds from the sale of his work to our association, 
to benefit the geotechnical community.

NEW PUBLICATIONS
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INDIVIDUAL AND STUDENT MEMBERS

The names of our individual and student members are provided in the table below. We kindly request 
members whose institutions and titles have changed to send their new information via email.

NEW CORPORATE MEMBERS

Miyamoto International

Miyamoto International is a global earthquake + structural engineering firm, having provided engineering 
design services since 1946 with locations in US, Europe and Asia. We are experts in High Performance 
Engineering that reduces lifecycle costs and produces a positive net impact on a structure’s operation. We 
assess the performance of structures to identify specific vulnerabilities, and prioritize solutions that limit 
business interruption and reduce property damage. Our Works has been recognized four years in a row 
as Best Global Projects by Engineering News Record (ENR) and has won other prestigious international 
awards. Our clients include governments, private-sector organizations, developers, architects and 
contractors who desire highly-effective sustainable technical solutions. We have specific experience 
on seismic design and High Performance Earthquake Engineering with highest level of expertise and 
training on high seismic risk countries such as California, Japan and Turkey. We work with the World 
Bank, United Nations (UN), United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and various 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to provide earthquake disaster risk reduction (DRR), disaster 
responses and recovery programs globally. 

For more information and references: https://miyamotointernational.com/locations/turkey/ 

Geodestek

As GeoDestek Ltd. Şti, we have started serving our clients in 2001 and today we are continuing to serve 
in the areas of “subsurface exploration, in-situ and laboratory tests, instrumentation and monitoring 
systems, design, consultancy, numerical modeling and software”, needed in the design and construction 
of engineering structures both nationally and internationally.

GeoDestek Ltd. Şti. guarantees to produce safe and economic solutions for engineering problems 
exclusive to the project using the state of art technologies. It aims to reach the most correct in every 
phase of the project, recognizing the cost of an error in the construction sector is very high. These goals 
reflect on the finest details of GeoDestek Ltd. Şti.’s project services.
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Fazıl Kıran (1966-2023)

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of the passing of our 
esteemed colleague, Dr. Civil Engineer Kırhan DADAŞBİLGE, 
on October 16, 2023. Dr. DADAŞBİLGE who graduated 
from Istanbul Technical University (ITU)  in 1959 was a 
distinguished figure in the field of geotechnical engineering, 
known for his contributions as the co-founder of STFA 
Foundation Engineering Co. Inc., former general manager, 
and former executive board member of STFA Holding. He was 
also a respected faculty member at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts 
University and the founder of GEOCON Geotechnical Experts 
and Engineering Ltd. Co and our esteemed member Civil 
Engineer Ozan DADAŞBİLGE’s beloved father. We extend our 
condolences to our esteemed member, may he rest in peace, 
and offer our heartfelt sympathies to his family, loved ones, 
and the geotechnical community..

OBITUARY

Kırhan Dadaşbilge (1936-2023)

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of our 
esteemed member, Mr. Fazıl Kıran, who served as the CEO of 
Arsan Holding after his tenure as the General Manager of STFA 
Foundation Research and Drilling Inc., where he dedicated 34 
years of his professional life. 

Mr. Kıran’s contributions to the geotechnical community and 
his leadership in the industry have left an indelible mark. His 
vision, expertise, and unwavering commitment have inspired 
many and will be deeply missed.

During this difficult time, we extend our heartfelt condolences 
to his family, loved ones, and colleagues. May they find 
strength and solace in the memories they shared with Mr. 
Kıran, and may his soul rest in eternal peace.
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